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On behalf of the members of 
AGOS, we welcome our 
recently elected AGOS 
fellows: 
 
William Andrews, MD, PhD 
Richard Barakat, MD 
Alan Bocking. MD 
Gautam Chaudhuri, MD, PhD 
Robert Coleman, MD 
Kimberly Gregory, MD, MPH 
Florence Haseltine, PhD, MD 
John Larsen, MD 
Richard Leach, MD 
Lee Learman, MD, PhD 
Karen Lu, MD 
Errol Norwitz, MD, PhD 
Ingrid Nygaard, MD 
Pasquale Patrizio, MD, MBE 
Mark Pearlman, MD 
Stephen Plaxe, MD 
James Segars, MD 
Lee Shulman, MD 
Robert Silver, MD 
Anil Sood, MD 
Judith Wolf, MD 
Jerome Yankowitz, MD 
John Yeh, MD 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

AGOS Council  
William Droegemueller, MD, President 
James E. (Jef) Ferguson, II, MD, President-Elect 
Mary E. D’Alton, MD, Secretary 
Larry J. Copeland, MD, Assistant Secretary 
Robert Resnik, MD, Treasurer 
Jennifer R. Niebyl, MD, AGOS Past President 
Sherman Elias, MD, AAOGF President 
Joanna M. Cain, MD (2005-2008), Member-At-Large 
Abbey B. Berenson, MD (2006-2009), Member-At-Large 
Setsuko K. Chambers, MD (2007-2010), Member-At-Large 

 
Ex-Officio Members 
James Roberts, MD, Vice President, AAOGF 
Thomas Moore, MD, Secretary-Treasurer, AAOGF 
Charles J. Lockwood, MD, Chairman, AAOGF    

Endowment Fund Committee 
 
Staff 
Lama El Dana, Administrative Director 
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This outstanding group of fellows 
provides the society with a strong 
foundation of new members who will 
contribute actively to future programs. 
 
The 26th annual meeting of The 
American Gynecological and 
Obstetrical Society was held at The 
Renaissance Chicago Hotel 
September 27-29, 2007. Immediate 
Past-President Jennifer Niebyl, MD 
challenged the audience with an 
intriguing question “The 
Pharmaceutical Industry: Friend or Foe?” In an excellent presentation 
the audience was given solid data from which they could make an 
informed decision. Gautam Chaudhuri, MD, PhD presented the Joseph 
Price Oration entitled “Hormone Therapy in Cardiovascular Disease: 
The Estrogen Paradox”. He is a charismatic speaker and the talk 
captured the interest of the audience. During the meeting there were 
two excellent panel discussions by experts in the field. The panel 
presentations were entitled: “Cesarean Delivery on Maternal Request: 
Update From The State and Science” and Advances in Human 
Genetics for the Understanding of Complex Reproductive Disorders”. 
 
Our next AGOS meeting will be held September 11-13, 2008 at La 
Costa Resort in Carlsbad, California. Recently the resort has 
completed an extensive renovation and the weather in the San Diego 
area should be beautiful. This year the number of papers by candidates 
is approximately 40% of last year’s presentations. Thus the program 
will allow additional time for cross-content discussions of topics of 
interest to all academic faculty. The Joseph Price Orator will be Allan M 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Our annual scientific meeting at the Renaissance Hotel in 
Chicago, Illinois, was a great success.  My thanks go to all 
officers, Council members, fellows, presenters, discussants, 
panelists and the AAOGF fellows for their presentations and 
contributions to this success.  I would also like to extend my 
special thanks to members of two very important commit-
tees:  the program advisory committee and the fellowship 
committee.  The program advisory committee spent a signifi-
cant amount of time in reviewing the candidate papers sub-
mitted for the meetings.  The group included Drs. Niebyl, 
Ferguson, Goldenberg, Darney, Wenstrom and Roberts.  
Additionally the fellowship committee carefully reviewed 
applicants and the wealth of material that accompanied 
each application.  The committee included Drs. Mueller-
Heubach, Ferguson, Ramin, Schlaff, Fox, Goff, Peterson, 
and Cain.  Further, I am especially grateful for the hard-
working members of our staff that contributed and made the 
meeting possible, they all deserve our sincere appreciation.  
There were thirteen candidate paper presentations.  Follow-
ing the meeting the council approved all thirteen and I am 
happy to report that all candidates were approved by the 
membership and notified, along with their sponsors, by No-

vember. 

We would like to ask the fellows of AGOS to carefully review 
the enclosed guidelines for mentor/sponsors for AGOS fel-
lowship as well as the fellowship candidate guidelines as an 
effort is made to identify potential candidates (page 5).  
Please request and submit electronic applications by May 1, 
2008 to Lama El Dana (le2199@columbia.edu) at our ad-
ministrative office at Columbia University. Also, please note 
that an age of less than fifty is no longer required for candi-
dates and note that the candidates for fellowship will be 
evaluated on the TOTALITY of their careers, maintaining a 
high bar of scholarship and leadership. There will therefore 
no longer be an emphasis on a single candidate presenta-
tion.  Candidates for fellowship would be required to partici-
pate in an AGOS meeting in a scholarly fashion as deter-

mined by the Council. Council has embraced two concepts: 

 ■ Inclusion in AGOS of qualified members of the specialty 

with scholarly, and leadership achievements as required. 

 ■ The opportunity to revitalize the meeting content by de-

veloping a more pertinent, interactive and innovative format. 

The council recommended one type of membership with the 
understanding that Council would act should a new member 

not fulfill his/her requirement for a scholarly activity. 

The changes in the bylaws en-
able the meeting to be more 
flexible and take better advan-
tage of the numerous talents of 
new and existing AGOS fellows 
in the form of original papers, 
scientific panels, state of the art 
presentations, debates, discus-
sions, fora, or other presenta-
tions of pertinent research, clini-
cal, educational or other topic 
related to the healthcare of women. We hope that the 
effect will be to enhance the ability of AGOS to become a 
more vibrant force in resolving the current issues facing 
members in the areas of education, clinical care and re-

search in academic Obstetrics and Gynecology. 

Enclosed with this mailing is an announcement for the 
Charles Hunter Award Paper.  Please post this an-
nouncement your department and encourage as many 
young investigators as possible to compete for this pres-
tigious award.  Also enclosed is an announcement for the 
AAOGF Travel Awards for the 2008 AGOS Annual Meet-
ing.  These Awards are designed to support the atten-
dance of promising young academicians in our specialty 

at our annual meeting. 

Finally, I would like to ask that as many fellows as 
possible make plans to attend the annual meeting 
scheduled for September 11-13, 2008 at the La Costa 
Resort and Spa in Carlsbad, California.  Please invite 
your young faculty members and colleagues so that they 
might be exposed to the important role our society plays 
in furthering academic obstetrics and gynecology and 
also that they might have an opportunity to enjoy the 

warm collegiality of our membership. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Mary E. D’Alton, M.D. 

Secretary, AGOS 

A MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY D’ALTON 

 



As a San Diegan, I am looking forward to welcoming AGOS 
members to our friendly community. We are all excited about 
the venue this year. The La Costa Resort has undergone a 
$150 million renovation since the last AGOS meeting was held 
there, and is now one of the premier destinations on the west 
coast. In addition to outstanding guest rooms and convention 
facilities, the opportunities for recreation on site as well as in 

the near north county San Diego area are truly outstanding. 

On more of a fiscal note, the officers and council are pleased to 
report that AGOS is now regaining financial stability and has a 
far more positive outlook going forward that we have been able 

to relate to membership in the past. 

We look forward to seeing you in San Diego. 

Sincerely,  
 
Robert Resnik, MD 
Treasurer, AGOS 

From the Treasurer 

AGOS Welcomes new 
fellows! 
William Andrews, MD, PhD 
Richard Barakat, MD 
Alan Bocking. MD 
Gautam Chaudhuri, MD, PhD 
Robert Coleman, MD 
Kimberly Gregory, MD, MPH 
Florence Haseltine, PhD, MD 
John Larsen, MD 
Richard Leach, MD 
Lee Learman, MD, PhD 
Karen Lu, MD 

Errol Norwitz, MD, PhD 
Ingrid Nygaard, MD 
Pasquale Patrizio, MD, MBE 
Mark Pearlman, MD 
Stephen Plaxe, MD 
James Segars, MD 
Lee Shulman, MD 
Robert Silver, MD 
Anil Sood, MD 
Judith Wolf, MD 
Jerome Yankowitz, MD 
John Yeh, MD 
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Brandt, PhD who is the Amalie Moses Kass Professor of the 
History of Medicine at Harvard Medical School. 
 
The combination of an interesting program, a beautiful venue and 
great weather should stimulate your decision to attend the 
meeting. If you have a young faculty member you would like to 
reward, invite them as your guest. 
 
I deeply appreciate and thank my fellow officers of the Society, the 

members of the council of AGOS and our administrative staff for 
their dedication and support. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
William Droegemueller, MD 

President, AGOS  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE continued from page 1 

During our annual meeting at the Renaissance Chicago Hotel 
in September some very important revisions were made to our 
bylaws.  In the past candidates for membership were required 
to engage in a three-step process in order to become fellows.  
They were initially reviewed and, if approved by the Fellowship 
Committee, voted on by the membership.  They were then 
required to present an original research paper or state-of-the-
art review at a subsequent meeting.  That process has been 
changed.  Candidates are now reviewed and, if approved by 
the Fellowship Committee, voted on by the membership to 
become members.  New members are required to participate 
in the annual meeting by making a scholarly contribution at a 
time specified by the Council or Program Advisory Committee.  
A scholarly contribution may be a free-standing paper of origi-
nal scientific research which has not previously been accepted, 
published, or read before another body; state-of-the-art review 
of a focused topic that encompasses the presenter’s previous 
or current work and expertise in the field; participation in a 
scientific panel, debate, discussion, forum, or other presenta-
tion of pertinent research, clinical, educational or other topic 
related to the healthcare of women. 
 
We believe the revisions will encourage new and existing fel-
lows to become more engaged in the annual meeting and in 
the exchange of ideas.  Further it will allow the Society to dedi-
cate time during the annual meeting to the discussion and 
resolution of issues affecting academic obstetrics and gynecol-
ogy.  Please take some time to read the revised bylaws, which 
can be found on our web site at http://agosonline.org/
introduction/bylaws-agos.html. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
 

James E. (Jef) Ferguson, II, MD 
President-Elect, AGOS 

Important Notice for all Fellows 

http://agosonline.org/introduction/bylaws-agos.html
http://agosonline.org/introduction/bylaws-agos.html


For the 
Charles A. Hunter, Jr., Prize 

THESIS AWARD 
Of 

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF OBSTETRICIANS  
AND GYNECOLOGIST FOUNDATION 

 
Any Obstetrician-Gynecologist, other than a Candidate for Fellowship in the  

American Gynecological and Obstetrical Society (AGOS) is eligible for the Award. 
 
 

Fellowship in AGOS is not required. 
 
 

The work must be exceptional in basic or clinical research, not previously presented or 
published, and make a major contribution to our discipline. If accepted by Council, the 
paper must be published in the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology. The 

paper cannot be submitted to any other journal for publication. 
 
 

The deadline to submit Papers is July 15, 2008 
The winner will be recognized at the 2008 AGOS Annual Meeting to be held at  

the La Costa Resort and Spa in Carlsbad, California 
from September 11-13, 2008.   

 
The winning author will receive an Honorarium of $2,000 plus travel expenses. 

 
 

Instructions for manuscript preparation can be found at  
 http://www.agosonline.org > announcements > Hunter Prize Thesis Award 

 
 

Please submit the completed manuscript by email or disk to: 
 

Mary E. D’Alton, MD 
Secretary, AGOS 

Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Columbia University 
622 W. 168th Street 

PH 16-28 
New York, NY 10032 

md511@columbia.edu  

CALL FOR PAPERS 

THE AMERICAN GYNECOLOGICAL AND OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY 
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1. The mentor/sponsor should review the criteria for fellowship 
before submitting a candidate’s name for consideration. The 
candidate should be a leader in academic obstetrics and 
gynecology to include national prominence, good character and 
high ethical standing, recognized ability as a teacher and 
clinician. Evidence of research and scholarly activity is important 
and includes at least 20 significant publications in peer-reviewed 
journals. Evaluation of a candidate shall emphasize the totality of 
their contributions during their career to Obstetrics and 
Gynecology and women’s healthcare. When one of the mentors 
is from the candidate's parent institution, then the other mentor 

should be from a different institution. 

2. Mentors/Sponsors are encouraged to invite their candidates and 
potential candidates to attend the annual meetings so that the 

membership can become better acquainted with them. 

3. Candidates must have attended at least one AGOS Meeting as a 

guest. 

4. Mentors/Sponsors are required to write a letter of support for the 

candidate. 

5. Members of the AGOS Council cannot sponsor candidates. 

6. Applications are due by May 1st each year. 

7. After approval for membership the new fellow will be required to 
make a scholarly contribution at an annual meeting when 
requested by Council.  Scholarly contributions may include a free-
standing paper of original scientific research which has not 
previously been accepted, published, or read before another 
body, state-of-the-art review of a focused topic that encompasses 
the presenter’s previous or current work and expertise in the field, 
participation in a scientific panel, debate, discussion, forum, or 
other presentation of pertinent research, clinical, educational or 
other topic related to the healthcare of women. A written 
manuscript of the original scientific research, state-of-the-art- 
review, or summation and synthesis or presentation of panel, 
debate, discussion, forum or other presentation will be required 
within an interval of time specified and communicated by Council 

or the Program Advisory Committee.  

GUIDELINES AND RESPONSIBILITIES FOR MENTORS/
SPONSORS OF CANDIDATES FOR AGOS FELLOWSHIP 
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The Fellowship Committee will use the following 
guidelines to determine if candidates meet the 

requirements for membership:  

Two AGOS Fellows must propose an applicant, write 

letters of support and act as mentors/sponsors. 

Scholarly contributions representing the scholarships 
of education, discovery and integration (quantity and 
quality of publications, especially first-authored 
publications in peer-reviewed journals and books, 
including chapters that represent major integrative 
scholarship.  Educational scholarship can be 
represented by such documents as innovative 
educational developments, publication of key books, 
curricula, etc.).  Achievement as recognized by 
securing extra-mural funding from agencies such as 
the NICHD, NCI, CDC, CIHR, MOD and the like. 
Independence is required for all of the above as well 
as the likelihood of future academic/scholarly 
contributions. Evaluation of a candidate shall 
emphasize the totality of their contributions during 
their career to Obstetrics and Gynecology and 

women’s healthcare.  

National prominence such as service as an Editor or 
on Editorial Boards of peer-reviewed journals; 
membership on site visit teams for national funding 
agencies, e.g. NICHD, NCI, CDC, CIHR, MOD; 
regular participation in peer-review activities for 
national funding agencies (see above) and/or 
professional peer-reviewed journals; convening/
organizing programs at national or international 
meetings of significant professional organizations; 
selection for membership in appropriate selective, 
prestigious national or international academic/
scholarly professional organizations; elected 
leadership role in prestigious regional or national or 
international academic/scholarly professional 
organizations; honors or awards from prestigious 
national or international academic/scholarly 
professional organizations. Significant leadership or 
committee service to prestigious national or internal 
organizations; academic leadership positions (e.g. 

Dean, Chairmanship or Division Director). . 

Letters of Evaluation (letters from two mentors 

describing in detail the strengths of the candidate). 

Comments from two Fellows who are asked to 
review the candidate’s application and signed input 

from the general membership as requested.  

FELLOWSHIP CANDIDATE GUIDELINES 

SAVE THE DATE!!!! 

The American Gynecological and Obstetrical 
Society 

2008 Annual Meeting 

Thursday, September 11 - Saturday, 
September 13, 2008 

See page 7 for details 



The American Association of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
Foundation (AAOGF) continues to focus on its primary mission 
of supporting research training scholarships for individuals 
pursuing academic careers in obstetrics and gynecology.  With 
our highly valued partners, the Foundation of the American 
Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology, Inc. and the Foundation of 
the Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine, we are currently 
supporting the following scholars: 
 

Janet Andrews, M.D. – 2005-2008 
Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine/AAOGF Scholar 
University of Iowa 
 

Laura J. Havrilesky, M.D. – 2006-2009 
American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology/AAOGF Scholar 
Duke University Medical Center 
 

Francine H. Einstein, M.D. – 2006-2009 
Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine/AAOGF Scholar 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine and Montefiore Medicine 
Center 
 

Emily J. Su, M.D. – 2007-2010 
Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine/AAOGF Scholar 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine 
 

Satu Kuokkanen, M.D., Ph.D. – 2007-2010 
American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology/AAOGF Scholar 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine and Montefiore Medicine 
Center 
 

William H. Catherino, M.D., Ph.D. – 2008-2011 
American Board of Obstetrics and Gynecology/AAOGF Scholar 
Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences 
 

Roy Zion Mansano, M.D. – 2008-2011 
Society for Maternal-Fetal Medicine/AAOGF Scholar 
LABioMed at Harbor-UCLA Medical Center 
 
The AAOGF sponsors travel awards for individuals who hold full-
time primary appointments in medical school departments of 
obstetrics and gynecology in North America and who have 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNECOLOGISTS FOUNDATION 

PRESIDENT’S UPDATE -- SHERMAN ELIAS, MD  
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AAOGF TRUSTEES  
 
Sherman Elias, MD, President William Droegemueller, MD, AGOS President 
James M. Roberts, MD, Vice-President James E. (Jef) Ferguson, II, MD, AGOS President-Elect 
Thomas R. Moore, MD, Secretary-Treasurer  Charles J. Lockwood, MD, Chairman, Endowment Fund Committee 

 
 

Staff 
Cassandra Larkins, Administrative Director 

potential for membership in the 
American Gynecological and 
Obstetrical Society.  The AAOGF also 
continues to support many other 
important research and education 
endeavors, including the Joseph Price 
Oration, the Hunter Prize Award Paper, 
and an AAOGF/Research Scientist 
Development Program Young 
Investigators breakfast at the Society 
for Gynecologic Investigation, and 
helps fund the educational and research programs at the annual 
AGOS meeting.   At the last AAOGF Board of Trustees meeting, 
the Foundation’s portfolio management was changed to the firm 
of George & Peter Dunn. 
 
I wish to take this opportunity to thank the officers of the AAOGF 
for their hard work and dedication.  They include James M. 
Roberts, M.D. (Vice President), Thomas R. Moore, M.D. 
(Secretary/Treasurer), Charles J. Lockwood, M.D. (Chair, 
AAOGF Endowment Fund Committee), and ex-officio members:  
William Droegemueller, M.D. (President, AGOS), and James E. 
Ferguson, II, M.D. (President-Elect, AGOS).   In addition, I wish 
to thank the members of the AAOGF Endowment Fund 
Committee, Donald J. Dudley, M.D., Michelle Follen, M.D., 
Ph.D., Norman F. Gant, Jr., M.D., John E. Buster, M.D., Setsuko 
K. Chambers, M.D. and Nanette F. Santoro, M.D.  A special 
thanks to our Administrative Director, Ms. Cassandra Larkins. 
 
It is a privilege for me to serve as President of the AAOGF.  As 
we reflect on our successes, we look forward to even greater 
opportunities and achievements in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Sherman Elias, M.D. 

President, AAOGF 



The American 
Gynecological and 
Obstetrical Society  
Department of Obstetrics 

and Gynecology 
Columbia University 

Medical Center 
622 West 168th Street  

PH 16-28 
New York, NY 10032  

Phone: 212-305-0613  

Fax: 212-342-2171  

E-mail: le2199@columbia.edu 

The American Gynecological and Obstetrical Society  

2008 Annual Meeting  

Thursday, September 11 - Saturday, September 13, 2008  

 

The 2008 AGOS Annual Meeting will be held at the La Costa Resort and Spa in 

Carlsbad, California from September 11-13, 2008! 

Discover the casual sophistication of La Costa Resort and Spa.  Located in the 
coastal foothills of California just 30 miles north of San Diego, La Costa is a world 
unto itself.  The resort boasts 610 elegantly decorated rooms with oversized marble 
baths and glass enclosed showers.  Large screen TVs provide entertainment, while in
-room amenities include high speed internet access, daily coffee and tea, our exclu-

sive Coco mango scented lotions and gels and a plush terry robe. 

La Costa offers every opportunity for exercise whether it is a quick stroll through the 
plaza, a morning walk on the golf course, or the state-of-the-art fitness center com-
plete with daily class schedule.  The resort boasts two championship golf courses and 
17 tennis courts.  Both offer guests private or group instruction and daily tennis clin-
ics.  After your workout indulge in the Spa at La Costa featuring a menu of exotic 
treatments.  Spend an hour or a whole day at the Spa which comes complete with 

outdoor courtyard and the Spa Café. 

Dining options at La Costa Resort include everything from light fare at Marketplace, 
breakfast, lunch and dinner served daily in the recently renovated Legends Bistro and 
fine dining in BlueFire Grill.  Each restaurant has their own bar, or the Lobby Bar is a 

great meeting place for happy hour or for an after dinner drinks. 

La Costa’s location, only 30 miles north of San Diego and 90 miles south of Los An-
geles, is most desirable.  San Diego offers attractions including the San Diego Zoo, 
Wild Animal Park and Sea World, in addition to museums, fine dining and live music 
venues.  Legoland is only 5 miles away and the Carlsbad Public Beach only 3 miles 

away. 

Registration packets and more information on the 2008 meeting will be mailed in early 
June.   We look forward to seeing you at the La Costa Resort and Spa in Carlsbad, 

California! 

Save the Date 

www.agosonline.org 


