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On behalf of the members of 
AGOS, we welcome our 
recently elected AGOS 
fellows: 
 

Alfred Abuhamad, MD 
Tina Raine-Bennett, MD, MPH 

Diane Bodurka, MD 
Molly Brewer, DVM, MD 

Marcelle Cedars, MD 
Charles Coddington III, MD 

Deborah Driscoll, MD 
Dee Ellen Fenner, MD 

Marc Fritz, MD 
Gary Goldberg, MD 

Denise Jamieson, MD, MPH 
Hal Lawrence, MD 
Curtis Lowery, MD 

Alan Peaceman, MD 
John Schorge, MD 

Timor-Tritsch Ilan, MD 
Ronald Wapner, MD  

 
We also welcome  
Allan Brandt, PhD  

as an Honorary Fellow. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

AGOS Council  
James E. (Jef) Ferguson, II, MD, MBA, President 
Robert Resnik, MD, President-Elect 
Mary E. D’Alton, MD, Secretary 
Larry J. Copeland, MD, Assistant Secretary 
Donald R. Coustan, MD, Treasurer 
William Droegemueller, MD, AGOS Past President 

Michael T. Mennuti, MD, AAOGF President 

Abbey B. Berenson, MD (2006-2009), Member-At-Large 
Setsuko K. Chambers, MD (2007-2010), Member-At-Large 

Laurel W. Rice, MD, Member-At-Large (2008-2011) 
 
Ex-Officio Members 
James Roberts, MD, Vice President, AAOGF 
Thomas Moore, MD, Secretary-Treasurer, AAOGF 
Donald J. Dudley, MD, Chair, AAOGF Endowment Fund 

Committee 
 
Staff 
Lama El Dana, Administrative Director 
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This outstanding group of fellows provides the 
society with a strong foundation of new members 

who will contribute actively to future programs. 

I look forward to our 2009 meeting at the 
Renaissance Chicago Hotel on September 10-
12.  David Barker, MD, PhD, Professor of 
Clinical Epidemiology at the University of 
Southampton, UK and professor of 
Cardiovascular Medicine in the Department of 
Medicine at the Oregon Health and Science 
University, will be delivering our Joseph Price Oration.  We have in 
the planning stages a number of panel discussions and speakers that 
will present on dynamic topics important to our specialty as noted in 

the sidebar on the next page. 

Please make plans to attend the meeting.  We have a beautiful venue 
in an exciting city. If you have young faculty members you would like 

to reward, invite them as your guests. 

Our 2008 Annual Meeting at the La Costa Resort and Spa was very 
successful.  The setting was beautiful and the program was 
outstanding.  Immediate Past-President, William Droegemueller, MD, 
gave an excellent presentation entitled, “A Contrarians View for a 
Modern Resident’s Curriculum: Simple as ABC.”  Our Joseph Price 
Orator likewise was outstanding.  Allan M. Brandt, PhD, Dean of the 
Graduate School of Arts and Sciences at Harvard University, Amalie 
Moses Kass Professor of the History of Medicine, Professor of the 
History of Science, Chair, Department of the History of Science, and 
the Department of Social Medicine at the Harvard Medical School 
presented, “The Tobacco Pandemic: History, Culture and Science.”  

(Continued on page 2) 
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In addition to the four candidate presentations we had speakers 
and panels on a range of subjects including Robotics, Benefits of 
another Degree, Electric Heartrate Fetal Monitoring, a 
Psychiatrist’s view of Physicians Interviewing Physicians, an 
update on clinical care in the subspecialty divisions of Maternal-
Fetal Medicine, Reproductive Endocrinology, Gynecologic 
Oncology as well as the committee on Female Pelvic Medicine 
and Reconstructive Surgery, and a discussion of the Case for 
Labor and Delivery Hospitalists.  Additionally, we had excellent 
presentations from two SMFM/AAOGF Endowment Scholars.  
Janet Andrews, MD, of the University of Iowa delivered a lecture 
on “The Trail of Cytomegalovirus in Placenta” and Donna Neal, 
MD of Johns Hopkins Hospital, Baltimore presented “The 
Development of a Multiplex Screening Assay for the Prediction of 

Preeclampsia.”   

I deeply appreciate and thank my fellow officers of the Society, the 
members of the council of AGOS and our administrative staff for 
their dedication and support.  I am likewise very appreciative to 
the Trustees of the AAOGF and their enhanced support of the 

Society.  I strongly encourage generous giving to the Foundation. 

Sincerely, 
 
 
James E. (Jef) Ferguson, II, MD, MBA 

President, AGOS 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE continued from page 1 

The AGOS ANNUAL MEETING will be held at 

the Renaissance Hotel in Chicago on 

September 10-12, 2009. The program is 

currently in the preliminary stages of 

planning but is being developed to allot time 

for interactive discussions by the fellows. 

Conference highlights will include: 

òThe Maternal and Placental Origins 

of Chronic Diseaseó  - The Joseph 

Price Orator will be David Barker, MD, 

PhD, Professor of Clinical 

Epidemiology at the University of 

Southampton, UK and Professor of 

Cardiovascular Medicine in the 

Department of Medicine at the 

Oregon Health and Science 

University 

Dr. Norman Gant will present  

òI Once Was a Doctoró 

Dr. Robert Coleman will present an 

update on Gynecologic Oncology 

Dr. John DeLancey will present an 

update on Female Pelvic Medicine 

and Reconstructive Surgery 

Dr. Mark Landon will chair a panel on 

Gestational Diabetes 

Dr. Herbert Peterson will chair a 

panel on CDC Guidelines for 

ContraceptionñEvaluating the 

Evidence and Changing Clinical 

Practice 

Dr. Jay D. Iams will chair a panel on 

the Pathogenesis of Preterm Birth 

As your new Treasurer, I would like 
to first express my appreciation to 
my predecessor, Bob Resnik, who 
worked so diligently with the AGOS 
Council to bring us into positive 
territory on our balance sheet.  We 
ended the year with approximately 

$75,000 in the treasury. 

Our plan is to develop a positive 
balance that would allow the 
organization to comfortably 
withstand a fiscal challenge such 

as our cancellation of the meeting after September 11th.  

The dues shall remain at $445 this year and, as you know, the 
“preregistration fee” is no longer in effect.  The Chicago meeting 
this coming Fall promises to be exciting and innovative, and I 

look forward to seeing a record turnout. 

Sincerely, 

 

Donald R. Coustan, MD 

Treasurer 

From the Treasurer 
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A MESSAGE FROM SECRETARY D’ALTON 

Our annual scientific meeting at the la Costa Resort and 
Spa in Carlsbad, California , was a great success.  My 
thanks go to all officers, Council members, fellows, 
presenters, discussants, panelists and the AAOGF fellows 
for their presentations and contributions to this success.  I 
would also like to extend my special thanks to members of 
two very important committees:  the program advisory 
committee and the fellowship committee.  The program 
advisory committee spent a significant amount of time in 
reviewing the candidate papers submitted for the meetings.  
The group included Drs. Droegemueller, Copeland, 
Goldenberg, Darney, Berga and Roberts.  Additionally the 
fellowship committee carefully reviewed the wealth of 
material that accompanied each application.  The committee 
included Drs. Niebyl, Copeland, Ramin, Schlaff, Fox, Goff, 
Karlan, and Spong.  Further, I am especially grateful for the 
hard-working members of our staff that contributed and 
made the meeting possible; they all deserve our sincere 
appreciation.  There were four candidate paper 
presentations.  Following the meeting the council approved 
all four and I am happy to report that all candidates were 
approved by the membership and notified, along with their 

sponsors, by November.    

We would like to ask the fellows of AGOS to carefully review 
the enclosed guidelines for mentor/sponsors for AGOS 
fellowship as well as the fellowship candidate guidelines as 
an effort is made to identify potential candidates.  Please 
request and submit electronic applications by May 31, 2009 
to Lama El Dana (le2199@columbia.edu) at our 
administrative office at Columbia University.  Also, please 
note that an age of less than fifty is no longer required for 
candidates and note that the candidates for fellowship will 
be evaluated on the TOTALITY of their careers, maintaining 
a high bar of scholarship and leadership. There will 
therefore no longer be an emphasis on a single candidate 
presentation.  Candidates for fellowship would still need to 
participate in an AGOS meeting in a scholarly fashion as 

determined by the Council.  

The changes in the bylaws enable the meeting to be much 
more flexible and take better advantage of the numerous 
talents of new and existing AGOS fellows in the form of 
original papers, scientific panels, state of the art 
presentations, debates, discussions or other presentations 
of pertinent research, clinical, educational or other topic 
related to the healthcare of women. We hope that the effect 
will be to enhance the ability of AGOS to become a more 
vibrant force in resolving the current issues facing the 
members in the areas of education, clinical care and 

research in academic Obstetrics and Gynecology. 

Enclosed with this mailing is an 
announcement for the Charles 
Hunter Award Paper.  Please 
post this announcement in a 
prominent location in your 
department and encourage as 
many young investigators as 
possible to compete for this 
prestigious award.  Also 
enclosed is an announcement for 
the AAOGF Travel Awards for 
the 2008 AGOS Annual Meeting.  These Awards are 
designed to support the attendance of promising young 

academicians in our specialty at our annual meeting. 

Finally, I would like to ask that as many fellows as 
possible make plans to attend the annual meeting 
scheduled for September 10-12, 2009 at  The 
Renaissance Hotel in Chicago, Illinois. Please invite 
your young faculty members and colleagues so that they 
might be exposed to the important role our society plays 
in furthering academic obstetrics and gynecology and 
also that they might have an opportunity to enjoy the 

warm collegiality of our membership.   

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Mary E. D’Alton, MD 

Secretary 

 

AGOS Welcomes new 
fellows! 

Alfred Abuhamad, MD 
Tina Raine-Bennett, MD, MPH 
Diane Bodurka, MD 
Molly Brewer, DVM, MD 
Marcelle Cedars, MD 
Charles Coddington III, MD 
Deborah Driscoll, MD 
Dee Ellen Fenner, MD 
Marc Fritz, MD 
Gary Goldberg, MD 
Denise Jamieson, MD, MPH 

Hal Lawrence, MD 
Curtis Lowery, MD 
Alan Peaceman, MD 
John Schorge, MD 
Timor-Tritsch Ilan, MD 
Ronald Wapner, MD  
 
We also welcome  
Allan Brandt, PhD  
as an Honorary Fellow. 



For the 

Charles A. Hunter, Jr., Prize 

THESIS AWARD 

Of 

THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF OBSTETRICIANS  

AND GYNECOLOGIST FOUNDATION 

Any Obstetrician-Gynecologist, other than a Candidate for Fellowship in the  

American Gynecological and Obstetrical Society (AGOS) is eligible for the Award. 

Fellowship in AGOS is not required. 

The work must be exceptional in basic or clinical research, not previously presented or 
published, and make a major contribution to our discipline. If accepted by Council, the 
paper must be published in the American Journal of Obstetrics and Gynecology. The 

paper cannot be submitted to any other journal for publication. 

The deadline to submit Papers is July 1, 2009 

The winner will be recognized at the 2009 AGOS Annual Meeting to be held at  

the renaissance Hotel in Chicago, Illinois 

from September 10-12, 2009.   

The winning author will receive an Honorarium of $2,000 plus travel expenses. 

Instructions for manuscript preparation can be found at  

 http://www.agosonline.org > announcements > Hunter Prize Thesis Award 

 

Please submit the completed manuscript by email or disk to: 

Mary E. DôAlton, MD 
Secretary, AGOS 

 Department of Obstetrics and Gynecology 
Columbia University 
622 W. 168th Street 

PH 16-28 
New York, NY 10032 

 md511@columbia.edu  

CALL FOR PAPERS 

THE AMERICAN GYNECOLOGICAL AND OBSTETRICAL SOCIETY 
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1. The mentor/sponsor should review the criteria for fellowship 
before submitting a candidate’s name for consideration. The 
candidate should be a leader in academic obstetrics and 
gynecology to include national prominence, good character and 
high ethical standing, recognized ability as a teacher and 
clinician. Evidence of research and scholarly activity is important 
and includes at least 20 significant publications in peer-reviewed 
journals. Evaluation of a candidate shall emphasize the totality of 
their contributions during their career to Obstetrics and 
Gynecology and women’s healthcare. When one of the mentors 
is from the candidate's parent institution, then the other mentor 

should be from a different institution. 

2. Mentors/Sponsors are encouraged to invite their candidates and 
potential candidates to attend the annual meetings so that the 

membership can become better acquainted with them. 

3. Candidates must have attended at least one AGOS Meeting as a 

guest. 

4. Mentors/Sponsors are required to write a letter of support for the 

candidate. 

5. Members of the AGOS Council cannot sponsor candidates. 

6. Applications are due by May 31st each year. 

7. After approval for membership the new fellow will be required to 
make a scholarly contribution at an annual meeting when 
requested by Council.  Scholarly contributions may include a free-
standing paper of original scientific research which has not 
previously been accepted, published, or read before another 
body, state-of-the-art review of a focused topic that encompasses 
the presenter’s previous or current work and expertise in the field, 
participation in a scientific panel, debate, discussion, forum, or 
other presentation of pertinent research, clinical, educational or 
other topic related to the healthcare of women. A written 
manuscript of the original scientific research, state-of-the-art- 
review, or summation and synthesis or presentation of panel, 
debate, discussion, forum or other presentation will be required 
within an interval of time specified and communicated by Council 

or the Program Advisory Committee.  

GUIDELINES AND RESPONSIBILITIES FOR MENTORS/
SPONSORS OF CANDIDATES FOR AGOS FELLOWSHIP 
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The Fellowship Committee will use the following 
guidelines to determine if candidates meet the 

requirements for membership:  

Two AGOS Fellows must propose an applicant, write 

letters of support and act as mentors/sponsors. 

Scholarly contributions representing the scholarships 
of education, discovery and integration (quantity and 
quality of publications, especially first-authored 
publications in peer-reviewed journals and books, 
including chapters that represent major integrative 
scholarship.  Educational scholarship can be 
represented by such documents as innovative 
educational developments, publication of key books, 
curricula, etc.).  Achievement as recognized by 
securing extra-mural funding from agencies such as 
the NICHD, NCI, CDC, CIHR, MOD and the like. 
Independence is required for all of the above as well 
as the likelihood of future academic/scholarly 
contributions. Evaluation of a candidate shall 
emphasize the totality of their contributions during 
their career to Obstetrics and Gynecology and 

women’s healthcare.  

National prominence such as service as an Editor or 
on Editorial Boards of peer-reviewed journals; 
membership on site visit teams for national funding 
agencies, e.g. NICHD, NCI, CDC, CIHR, MOD; 
regular participation in peer-review activities for 
national funding agencies (see above) and/or 
professional peer-reviewed journals; convening/
organizing programs at national or international 
meetings of significant professional organizations; 
selection for membership in appropriate selective, 
prestigious national or international academic/
scholarly professional organizations; elected 
leadership role in prestigious regional or national or 
international academic/scholarly professional 
organizations; honors or awards from prestigious 
national or international academic/scholarly 
professional organizations. Significant leadership or 
committee service to prestigious national or internal 
organizations; academic leadership positions (e.g. 

Dean, Chairmanship or Division Director). . 

Letters of Evaluation (letters from two mentors 

describing in detail the strengths of the candidate). 

Comments from two Fellows who are asked to 
review the candidate’s application and signed input 

from the general membership as requested.  

FELLOWSHIP CANDIDATE GUIDELINES 

SAVE THE DATE!!!! 

The American Gynecological and Obstetrical 
Society 

2009 Annual Meeting 

Thursday, September 10 - Saturday, 
September 12, 2009 

See page 7 for details  



It is certainly a great honor for me to serve as President of 
AAOGF.  Having served as Secretary-Treasurer for five years, I 
felt well prepared to accept this responsibility.   Obviously, nothing 
could have prepared me for this year and it has been a 

challenging start to my tenure as President.     
 

At the AGOS meeting, Dr. Norman Gant addressed the membership 
and made a strong case for AGOS and AAOGF to work more closely 
together to assure our mutual survival and success.  The leaders of 
both organizations took this message seriously.  We met shortly after 
the AGOS meeting and worked out a plan that will enable the 
Foundation to provide greater support for the educational and 
scholarly missions of AGOS.  In turn, AAOGF hopes that as the 
financial crisis resolves, the Foundation can depend on the continued 

generosity of the members of AGOS.   
 

As the global financial crisis evolved through the autumn and 
winter, the trustees of the Foundation were in frequent 
communication to monitor our declining financial reserves and to 
consider whether we should issue a call for applications for new 
scholars to start in July 2010.  These were not easy discussions.   
I can assure you that the trustees took our fiduciary responsibility 
very seriously.  In the end, the accomplishments of our past 
scholars, the recent increase in applicants and the extraordinary 
quality of applicants were influential in the decision to continue our 
current levels of funding.  I would be remiss if I did not note that 
these successes occurred under the recent leadership of Drs. 
Hammond and Dr. Elias.  We were also fortunate and grateful that 
both the Foundations of ABOG and the SMFM were in agreement 
to continue their contributions to the funding our new scholars I am 
pleased to report that a call for applications will be issued and we 

plan to accept two new scholars for July 2010.    
 

Our current scholars and those who will start in July 2009 are 
listed below.  I urge you to strongly consider a gift to AAOGF 
during this year when we need your help more than ever.   

2006-2009 

Laura J. Havrilesky, MD  

Project:  Primary Prevention of and reduction of mortality from ovarian 

cancer 

ABOG/AAOGF Scholar Duke University Medical Center 

Mentor:  Evan Myers, MD 
 

Francine H. Einstein, MD  

Project:  Visceral Fat and the Metabolic Alterations of Glucose 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF OBSTETRICIANS AND GYNECOLOGISTS FOUNDATION 

PRESIDENT’S UPDATE - MICHAEL MENNUTI, MD  

Page 6 Volume III, No. 2 

AAOGF TRUSTEES  
 
Michael T. Mennuti, MD, President James E. (Jef) Ferguson, II, MD, MBA, AGOS President 
James M. Roberts, MD, Vice-President Robert Resnik, MD, AGOS President-Elect 
Thomas R. Moore, MD, Secretary-Treasurer  Donald J. Dudley, MD, Chairman, Endowment Fund Committee 

 
Staff 

Cassandra Larkins, Administrative Director 

Homeostasis in Pregnancy 

SMFM/AAOGF Scholar Albert Einstein College of Medicine  

Mentor:  Nir Barzilai, MD 
 

2007-2010 

Emily J. Su, MD  

Project: The role of estrogens and estrogen receptor-beta (ESR2) in 

placental villous 

endothelial cell function 

SMFM/AAOGF Scholar Northwestern Univ Feinberg School of Med 

Mentor:  Serdar E. Bulun, MD 
 

Satu Kuokkanen, MD, PhD 

Project:  Modulation of the Human Endometrial Cell Cycle by Selective 

Estrogen Receptor Modulators (SERMS) 

ABOG/AAOGF Scholar Albert Einstein College of Medicine  

Mentor:  Jeffrey W. Pollard, PhD 
 

2008-2011 

William H. Catherino, MD, PhD 2008- 2011 

Project: Molecular Dissection of Retinoic Acid Function in Leiomyoma 

Development 

ABOG/AAOGF Scholar Uniformed Services Univ of the Health Sciences 

Mentor:  James H. Segars, MD 
 

Roy Zion Mansano, MD - 2008 - 2011 

Project:  Developmental Nephrogenesis: Programmed Renal Hypoplasia 

SMFM/AAOGF Scholar Harbor-UCLA Medical Center 

Mentor:  Michael G. Ross, MD, M.P.H. 
 

2009-2012 

Irina Burd, MD, PhD ð 2009-2012 

Project: Excitotoxicity as a Mechanism of Neuronal Damage in 

Inflammation-Induced Preterm Birth 

ABOG/AAOGF Scholar University of Pennsylvania 

Mentor:  Michal A. Elovitz, MD,  
 

Antonette T. Dulay, MD ð 2009-2012 

Project: A Role for Soluble Modulators of Innate Immunity in Regulating 

the Intra-Amniotic Inflammatory Response to Infection 

SMFM/AAOGF Scholar Yale University School of Medicine 

Mentor:  Irina A. Buhimschi, MD 

 

Sincerely, 

Michael T. Mennuti, MD 

President, AAOGF 



The American 
Gynecological and 
Obstetrical Society  
Department of Obstetrics 

and Gynecology 
Columbia University 

Medical Center 
622 West 168th Street  

PH 16-28 
New York, NY 10032  

Phone: 212-305-0613  

Fax: 212-342-2171  

E-mail: le2199@columbia.edu 

The American Gynecological and Obstetrical Society  

2009 Annual Meeting  

Thursday, September 10 - Saturday, September 12, 2009  

 

The 2009 AGOS Annual Meeting once again will be held 
at the Chicago Renaissance Hotel  from September 10-

12, 2009! 

The Renaissance Chicago Hotel is located at the corner 
of State Street and Wacker Drive, right between the Loop 
and Magnificent Mile in the heart of downtown Chicago.  
The hotel offers 553 newly renovated hotel rooms and 
the ambience of a uniquely upscale hotel. This luxury 
hotel has an indoor pool and health club, a spa treatment 
room and a Lobby Lounge that offers live music. The 
Hotel's guest room and suites are beautifully appointed, 
including exceptional amenities such as remote-control 
color television and in-room refreshment centers, two 
direct-dial telephones with voice mail, A/M F/M radio, comfortable sitting areas and 

spacious bathrooms. 

Only 18 miles from O’Hare Airport and 12 miles from Midway Airport, the hotel offers 
a location convenient to world-class shopping, dining and entertainment. The hotel 
affords unique views of the city, including the towers along Michigan Avenue, Lake 
Michigan, and the Chicago River.  The hotel’s convenient location provides easy 
access to many exciting Chicago attractions. Sights to see include the Sears Tower 
and Navy Pier, Millennium Park, Macy's (the original Marshall Fields) on State Street, 
and of course the shops along the Magnificent Mile. The Sears Tower boasts the 
world’s highest observation deck. From here one can see all of Chicago. Looking 
across Lake Michigan, one can see Indiana, and Michigan, or turn north and see 
Wisconsin.  Other attractions include the Art Institute of Chicago and the Museum 

Campus, the Shedd Aquarium, the Field Museum, and the Adler Planetarium.  

For theater lovers, there are the Historic Chicago Theater, the Oriental Theater, The 
Cadillac Palace Theater, and the Auditorium Theater. Chicago’s vibrant music scene 
includes the Original House of Blues, the Red Head Piano Bar, and the Lyric Opera 

House, where the world famous Chicago Symphony Orchestra performs.  

Registration packets and more information on the 2009 meeting will be mailed soon.   

We look forward to seeing you in Chicago! 

Save the Date 

www.agosonline.org 



      AAOGF TRAVEL AWARDS TO  
              2009 AGOS MEETING  
 
 

The American Association of Obstetricians and Gynecologists Foundation (AAOGF) 

and The American Gynecological and Obstetrical Society (AGOS) are pleased to 
announce that AAOGF will provide eight travel awards of up to $2000.00 each to be 

used for the AGOS Annual Meeting to be held at Renaissance Chicago Hotel, 
Chicago, Illinois, September 10-12, 2009.  The home Department of each recipient 
must agree to provide the balance of support required for attendance.   

********************************************* 

Guidelines For Eligibility: 
Full-time academic faculty position for at least 3 years.  Fellowship 

years are not counted toward the 3 year requirement. 
Primary appointment in a Medical School Department of Obstetrics 

and Gynecology in North America. 
Assistant or Associate Professor level. 

Not an active candidate for membership in AGOS. 

CV indicating progressive scholarly productivity, substantial promise 

for future academic/scholarly contributions, and potential for 
membership in AGOS. 

Recipients must commit to attend the entire meeting including all of 
the scientific sessions. 

 
Application Packet MUST Include: 

Letter of proposal by a member of AGOS. 

Accompanying letter from the candidate’s Department Chair 

indicating that the balance of support will be provided by the 
Department. 

Three copies of current CV (including any prior and current grant 

support). 

Applicants must register for the meeting in advance.  Registration fees will 

be deducted from the award and the balance of the award will be sent to the 
recipient prior to the meeting.    
 

 
Deadline for Application Submission:  

June 30, 2009 
Mail or email to: 

Ms. Cassandra Larkins 
Administrative Director, AAOGF 

409 12th Street, SW 
Washington, DC  20024-2188 

clarkins@acog.org 


